Dear Masters Divers and Supporters
The first competition of 2008 will be shortly upon us and I am delighted that we are returning to the fabulous city of Edinburgh and the Royal Commonwealth Pool, the venue of many memorable diving events since its construction for the Commonwealth Games in 1970. This is the last time we will be able to use the venue for a couple of years because, after the summer, the pool will be closed for refurbishment and reading between the lines it will be the venue for its third Commonwealth Games in 2014 when the official host is Glasgow.

With the World Masters being held on the other side of the world, this event promises to be the ‘alternative’ world masters and we look forward to welcoming our friends from Europe and the USA who have dived with us before along with new competitors. All our events are ‘open’ to any diver in the world. I can promise you all a fabulous time and, if you have not been before you may like to allow an extra day or two in Edinburgh to see the Castle and its other attractions. It is a spectacular city.
The popularity of our events over the last year has produced serious time pressures in trying to hold particularly the Spring Masters over 2 days and it has therefore been necessary to extend the event. We have secured the pool from 4pm on Friday when there will be an hour of training for competitors in the Friday evening events which will start at 5pm. On the Saturday and Sunday, the events will commence at 9am with training for an hour previous and it is also proposed to have training in the lunch breaks each day. 
The provisional timetable is as follows:-

Friday

1600

Training

1700

Ladies 1m and Gents 3m

50+



Ladies 1m



30-49



Gents 3m



30-49

Saturday

0800

Training

0900

Ladies 1m



16-29


Gents 3m



16-29



Ladies & Gents Platform

50+



Lunch/ Training



Ladies Platform


30-49



Gents Platform


30-49



Ladies & Gents Platform

16-29

Sunday

0800 Training

0900

Ladies 3m and Gents 1m

50+



Gents 1m



30-49



Ladies 3m



30-49



Lunch/ Training



Gents 1m



16-29



Ladies 3m



16-29

We will attempt to follow the above programme but clearly we can only put out a final programme after the entry closing date.

Can you also please note that, in the event that our maximum entry numbers are received prior to the published closing date we will stop entries early. This will be a popular event so please get your entries in straightaway and do not wait until a few days before the closing date. Also, if you are getting flights, you will get a far better deal by booking as soon as you can. SO ENTER EARLY AND GET YOUR FLIGHTS BOOKED.
The smooth running of the events requires officials to assist and I have included in the entry form a table which I would be grateful if you can complete to show your availability.  This will allow us to put a provisional judging list out prior to the event.

There will be two levels of competition

1. Masters – events in 1 and 3 metre springboard and platform
2. Novices – events in 1 and 3 metre springboard and platform
Masters List 

	Age Groups
	1m & 3m Springboard
	Platform (5, 7.5 & 10m)

	
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men

	16-24

25-29

30-39

40-49
	6 dives
	7 dives
	6 dives
	6 dives

	50-59

60-69
	5 dives
	6 dives
	5 dives *
	5 dives*

	70+
	4 dives
	5 dives
	4 dives *
	4 dives *


Dives can be from any groups without tariff limit

* 10m limited:  Only feet first entries are allowed from the 10m platform and dd may not exceed 2.0

Novices Springboard

	Age Groups
	1m & 3m Springboard
	Platform (5m )

	
	Women
	Men
	Women
	Men

	16-30
30-49

        50+

	4 dives
	4 dives
	4 dives
	4 dives


Novices may not perform dives of more than 1½ rotations or with a FINA tariff over 2.0.  
Novices may not use 7.5 or 10m platforms.

Function & Hotels

There will be a function on the Saturday evening in the city and Edinburgh Diving Club are currently putting the arrangements together for that. Please can you advise the attendees of the function on the entry form when booking and ensure that any supporters and coaches are included.
There are many B&Bs in the vicinity of the hotel, many of which have only a few rooms. Beware, because if you have to cancel your room due to illness, work etc you may still get charged. This happened last time we were there.  Edinburgh is a popular tourist/ weekend destination and rooms get full quickly. PLEASE BOOK YOUR HOTELS EARLY.

Some of the hotels that I have looked at had only a few rooms left for our weekend even in January so I have opted for a hotel which is just across Holyrood Park from the pool (about 20 minutes brisk walk and fabulous views of Arthur’s Seat!) and where I and several others have stayed before:-
Premier Inn
Lady Nairne Beefeater

228 Willowbrae Road

Edinburgh

EH8 7NG

Tel. 08701-977091

Go onto the website www.premierinn.com and it is down as Edinburgh East. As at 11 January they have 36 rooms available. If you want one, book it quickly and if you have spare space advertise it on the GBDF website. The GBDF will have no responsibility for lack of sleep due to snorers!!
So, let’s make this event as good as the World Masters. We’ve got a great crowd coming over from Europe and USA and the best of GB divers. We will have more divers than they have in Perth. 
We look forward to seeing you in Edinburgh for a weekend of great diving and fun.

All the Best

Tony Hunter

Masters Director 

